Florida Springs

Our Past, Our Present, Our Future
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Springs Recommended for Young Children
The following springs are generally recommended as being good and safe for children, especially young children.  Most of these sites have shallow and open areas and little or no danger from alligators.  Only a few springs have lifeguards.  Some of the springs are in park areas that can keep young children happy and occupied, but the spring itself at the site may not be appropriate for little kids to swim or wade.  These sites are marked with an asterisk*.   

1. Alexander Spring 
2. Betty Spring 
3. Blue Hole Spring (Florida Caverns State Park) 
4. Blue Spring (Gilchrist) 
5. Blue Spring (Lafayette)?good wading area at mouth of spring run 
6. Blue Spring (Levy) 
7. Blue Spring (Madison) 
8. Blue Spring (Marianna) 
9. Blue Springs* (Volusia) 
10. Blue Spring (Washington) 
11. Cedar Island Spring* 
12. Charles Spring* 
13. Crystal River Springs Group* 
14. Cypress Springs 
15. Eureka Springs* 
16. Fanning Springs 
17. Fern Hammock Springs* 
18. Gemini Springs* 
19. Ginnie Spring 
20. Green Cove Spring?at pool adjacent to spring 
21. Hart Springs Group 
22. Hornsby Spring* 
23. Ichetucknee (or Head) Spring 
24. Juniper Springs 
25. Lily Springs 
26. Lime Spring*?mouth of run fun for playing when flowing 
27. Lithia Springs 
28. Little Gem Spring?wading and play area 
29. Little River Spring?crowds can be rowdy 
30.  Manatee Mineral Spring* 
31. Manatee Springs 
32. Myrtle's Fissure* 
33. Naked Spring* 
34. Oasis Spring 
35. Otter Springs 
36. Philippe Spring* 
37. Pitt Spring?crowds can be rowdy 
38. Poe Springs 
39. Ponce de Leon Spring 
40. Pot Spring 
41. Rainbow Springs Group*?not much of a shallow area 
42. Ravine State Gardens Spring Group/Whitewater Springs* 
43. Rock Springs* 
44. Royal Spring?crowds can be rowdy 
45. Rum Island Spring?crowds can be rowdy 
46. Salt Springs (Marion) 
47. Silver Glen Spring* 
48. Silver Springs 
49. Suwannee Springs*?beach and shallow areas fun for playing 
50. Sweetwater Spring 
51. Telford Spring?crowds can be rowdy 
52. Vortex (Blue) Spring?crowds can be rowdy 
53. Wakulla Springs 
54. Wekiwa Springs* 
55. White Sulfur Springs* 
56. Williford Spring 
57.  Zolfo Spring* 

www.tfn.net/springs/
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A spring is a crack in Earth’s crust from which water flows. This crack

is caused by the aquifer, a layer beneath the earth’s crust, pushing

towards the surface. Once the aquifer reaches the surface of the

earth, water bursts out of it. Since the water is coming out of the

warm earth, it always comes at the same temperature, 70-75° F.

There are many different sizes and shapes of springs, just like there

are in people. The springs are put into three groups. The first group

is the largest of the springs. These springs are called ‘first

magnitude.” There are about 35 of these super large springs in

Florida. The second and third magnitude, make up the other 550

smaller springs.

Spring Creek
Crystal River
Silver
Alapaha Rise

St. Marks Rise
Nutall Rise
Rainbow

Santa Fe Rise
Santa Fe Springs
Steinhatchee Rise
Wakulla

Wacissa

Siphon Creek Rise
Ichetucknee
Hornsby

Columbia

Blue

Florida’s First Magnitude Springs

A

Lime Sink Run
Holton Creek Rise
Blue

Blue

Gainer
Chassahowitzka
COL 61981
Manatee

Troy

Silver Glen

Blue

Devil

Weeki Wachee
Fanning
Homosassa
Alexandrer



 

[image: image4.jpg]Florida Springs

PHBSUMCXNTHRMAREKOPSTEF?Z
VONATURALCNEGADZHPATISVSRIZ

N

LIGATORQGIXBPSETEYSG

HRSTYKZAPTBNANRBOHOYNFLYM

L

RXTIA

NACPRAWPTW

IGVIO
MIWSTECRSZKXUTLWTNELLTLUESB

7

YMHICEVNJ

KDRAMETOWVHMHUFXWDJUPRIXKW
HSNHBOLOSFOQSDCZLAMSTOMQV
XNMLRUGZRYYKJESIQTTLYGMGW

SRKMWHKJXPSSPQWKVWEESPDVJ
BLHHKCMPIDETNEKRATSBDRRHML
RETAWDNUORGJIEOZEKNRAOWMNL
KQVIQGDNAQGNEMRSRIPHRFAYC

DASECEYOICECNUDEKBAABLYNUW
ALPWGDLIGEHRJIBFZEQICZOZMEC

ODRRXJIMTTGNIVIDTULOZICOUJA

TXISBSAAUXYYDROIPZETIQNATR
WQNBTYNEVLWZZJFBTQYEAGCDU
BTGSRAPRZZMSYEHFGNTIPMACTIO
JUSTMFUCANOERGLEZMRVHECTITP
KDPUMYMETBABWQOZKKOUJJETLW
PISKISHRSRCAYVHLRVEMMEFSCN
WSKVLVXBSDPIGTOHOYICIGEML
HKUQMLEMGNYCAZRUMCEPZTFZEH

JRDTPRKJLVSEDCBHYGECVUTRC

recreation
snorkel
springs
swim

fish

alligator
aquifer
birds
boat

florida

groundwater
magnitude
manatee
natural
picnic

turtles
water

camping

canoe

wilderness

diving

plants

ecology

protection

ecosystem

Fun things to do at a spring...
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[image: image5.jpg]Reptiles

Springs are the home to some of the world’s most amazing reptiles.
There are many snakes, turtles, frogs, and toads. The best part
about the springs is that they are the only places in the world where
people can see these animals in their natural environments. Some
examples of these reptiles are the loggerhead turtle, the indigo
snake, and the large gray rat snake. The reptiles are very important
to Florida’s ecosystem because a majority of them help control the
insect populations by eating them.
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Around springs, there are many different species of birds. The birds
live there because they have great protection from predators and a
OSPREY never-ending source of food. At springs, you may find everything
from birds of prey to the common blue heron.

Insects

There is an abundant amount of insects around springs. This is due
to the large amount of moisture in the air. The bugs are able to thrive
better in the wetter environment. These insects happen to also be
the food for many of the larger animals that live in and around the
springs. This is why it is so important that the insects live there.

BLUE HERON
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American Alligator: A decreasing species 

The American alligator is a reptile that many people use to see while visiting springs.  The alligators came to the springs because they are cold blooded, meaning their body temperature doesn’t stay the same.  Since the temperature of the springs do stay the same, it helps the alligators use less energy.  They also were there because there was a large amount of fish and small mammals to eat.  However, since humans have started to use springs for fun, alligators have stopped coming to them, leaving them to find a new home.  From illegal killing of these animals, the species has started to decline in the last century.   
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The alligator is Florida's official state reptile.

http://sofia.usgs.gov/





[image: image9.jpg]The West Indian manatee is Florida's official state marine mammal.

http://sofia.usgs.gov/




[image: image10.jpg]Connect the dots to see where manatees live!

1 2 3
i 5 2z
4 5 6 8 ol ° A

7
58 PENSACOLA o H N H e 10 * JACKSONVILLE
570 L2034 *TALLAHASSEE
=2 #33Q4 PANAMA
o =2 S:g" NAMA ST AUGUSTINE
* ® 31 (g
Apamcmcom SUWANNEE

e s *D';:;a': '
% &
o2 LAKE 25
Gulf MONROE(Y Z %
of CRYSTAL K cape
: RIVER {™y,  CANAVERAL
Mexico , 4 &
° TAMPA 15 -
* Atlantic
& Ocean
® 25
16e

m *MIAMI
2o ©20
KEY WEST *?aoa o %

savethemanatee.org

Manatees: an endangered species |
Manatees are some of the most amazing creatures on Earth, and
they live in our backyard. The manatee is an herbivore, only eating
plants. During the majority of the year, the manatees live in the Gulf
of Mexico. However, over the colder months, winter, they come up
the rivers to the Florida springs. The reason they do this is because
the springs are warmer and provide protection and food for the
manatees. Here they are able to eat the vegetation that grows
around the spring. Also while they are in the actual spring, they are
relatively safe from humans and especially boats.
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Help the manatee and her calf find the path to safe shelter.
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Mammals

The mammals that live around the springs are
some of the world’s most unique animals.
There is everything from river otters to
manatees to bears. The majority of the
mammals that live in the springs are some
type of water animals. The reason for this is
because they have to be around the water all
the time. The other mammals that live around
the springs are the ones that live in the trees.
This is because there are so many trees that
grow in that area.

SQUIRREL






Things that were then but now aren’t

The springs of Florida have been around for thousands of years.  During this time, a lot of things have changed.  The biggest changes have happened only in the last 50-100 years.  In that time, humans have started to come in and use springs for entertainment.  This would be all right, but people are polluting them.  With the use of fertilizers and toilets, dirty water has slowly leaked into the springs.  This is causing animal and plant species to become extinct, many fresh sources of water to become dirty, and many beautiful places turned ugly.  People are not only polluting the springs, but they are draining them.  In the 1950’s era, people were draining springs for a fresh source of water, to make room for homes, or whatever else they needed.  The thing that makes this even sadder is that once a spring stops flowing, it will never start back up.  With the decreasing springs, animals like the common black bear have found new places to call home.  This is a major issue in that we need to start trying to fix now, before there are no springs left.  

How you can help

There are many ways that people can help  save the springs.  Some ways are easy while others are more difficult.  The easiest way is to conserve water.  Don’t take a bath and a shower in the same night, don’t let the water run while you are brushing your teeth, and don’t keep the water running while doing your dishes.  You can also get involved with your community to help clean up the parks, ask your parents to not use fertilizer in their lawns, and even just plant a tree.  These are all small things that people can do that will make a great difference in the fight to save Florida’s last natural treasures, springs.  
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www.preschoolcoloringbook.com
PricewaterhouseCoopers for printing this booklet

For other information about helping save/protect Florida's springs:
www.floridasprings.com
www.floridasprings.org
www.floridasprings.net
www.dep.state.fl.us/springs
www.thiswaytothe.net/springs

www.tfn.net/springs

Activities for kids to do:
www.floridasprings.org/resources -at this website there are many

different activities for students of ALL ages to do to help save the
springs.

Other ideas:
1. Write a letter in your school or community paper about the

springs and how they need to be protected.
2. Talk to your classmates about the importance of springs.

Manatee Maze
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This coloring/activity book was created by Stephanie Bode for my Girl Scout Gold Award
02/2006

Florida Springs Solution
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